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CARERS (RECOGNITION) BILL
Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (7.44 pm): I rise in the House to speak to the Carers

(Recognition) Bill 2008. This bill was introduced into this place on 4 June by the honourable member for
Burdekin, the shadow minister for social inclusion including communities, disability services, seniors,
multicultural affairs and youth. I commend her for bringing this private member’s bill to the attention of the
parliament. In a noble sentiment this bill aims to ensure that carers, who really are the unsung champions
of Queensland, are recognised for the invaluable contributions that they make to our community. This bill
will be of great advantage to all carers throughout Queensland as it considers their rights and needs
alongside legislative structure. The existing Queensland Carer Recognition Policy, which was updated in
2007, does not allow for this level of input on key decisions and policy making from the very people it
affects most. People involved in part-time or full-time caring roles should not be made to feel as though
they are second-class citizens whose opinions are not taken seriously. 

The LNP believes it is morally wrong for carers to be disadvantaged physically, emotionally or
economically due to the important and often unrelenting role they play as the hidden face of care for
others. Clause 3 of the bill states—
A carer is a person who voluntarily provides ongoing care or assistance to another person who, because of age, disability, frailty,
chronic illness or pain, requires assistance with everyday tasks.

Carers can be parents, grandparents, children or friends. In my electorate of Currumbin there are
countless individuals and families who take on the enormous responsibility of providing care for loved ones
affected by illness, disability or frailty. Tonight I wish to acknowledge each and every one of them. 

On its web site Carers Queensland reports that there are 535,500 carers in Queensland, which
equates to one in eight people. According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, in Queensland an
estimated 1,068,300 or 47.1 per cent of persons aged 18 years and over provide unpaid care for another
adult or child. These are astronomical figures. Carers Queensland further submits that the care provided
by carers is estimated to be worth over $6.1 billion per year. These extraordinary people who take on the
challenge of often being the sole providers of support need support from the community as a whole. It is
crucial that carers are appropriately recognised for the special contribution that they make to Queensland. 

The introduction of this bill, which establishes a carer’s charter containing 11 guidelines, is a pivotal
step in guaranteeing that carers are not taken for granted and are included in decision making by public
authorities. The guidelines create a framework that recognises and considers the important role of carers
and the potential impacts government decisions may have on the livelihoods and wellbeing of those in a
carer relationship. The charter contains specific considerations for people who find themselves in a caring
situation at a young age. In instances where a young adult is required to look after an ailing parent, special
consideration is essential. In those circumstances the Queensland community must lend a hand to lighten
the heavy burden placed on those young shoulders. It is often said that people find superhuman powers
and strength when faced with a crisis and only moments to react. I know some carers who find that
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superhuman energy every single day as they lovingly and diligently perform tasks that keep their loved
ones and those in their care fed, bathed and comfortable. 

Clause 5 of the bill proposes to protect fundamental rights of carers against decisions made by
public authorities. Under this clause public authorities that seek to make decisions relating to assessment,
planning, delivery or review of carer services are obliged to take into consideration the 11 principles
outlined in the carer’s charter. All public sector units will need to consider the same charter, allowing for
greater consistency between public authorities and carers. By obliging all public authorities to consider the
charter, the rights of persons providing care are further protected with carers and their representative
bodies finally being able to compete on a level playing field with government departments. 

Clause 6 of the bill outlines further reporting obligations on public authorities. Where a decision is
made relating to the assessment, planning, delivery and review of carer services, the authority making the
decision must first consult with relevant representative bodies. Once this consultation has occurred, the
subsequent decision must be given in writing to the carer outlining all appropriate considerations, including
details of the consultation process with the carer representatives bodies. This process will ensure the
adequate protection of carers by allowing the full disclosure of decisions made by public authorities. The
obligation of consultation with carer representative bodies, such as Carers Queensland, ensures that the
interests of carers are sheltered from the potential overreaching of government authorities. 

Carers throughout Queensland are vulnerable without legislation such as this. The Labor
government has had 10 years to acknowledge the importance of carers in Queensland but has failed to
implement adequate frameworks to ensure public agencies understand the importance of carers when
making decisions affecting them. 

We on this side of the House appreciate the importance of carers and recognise the massive
savings to government their innumerable hours of caring generate. I am able to fully comprehend the
direct consequences caring for others can have on people. Caring full-time for another in many cases
creates severe hardships on many people, not to mention the loss of social life and freedom to come and
go as one pleases. Statistics would highlight the fact that carers make enormous personal and financial
sacrifices in order to keep their loved ones at home. 

I listened to the honourable member for Ipswich tonight say that people should care for their own.
Yes, I agree to a degree. However, government does have responsibility to care for people with medical
problems and medical issues. The many dollars saved by not placing them into government care must
certainly be considered apart from the compassion one needs to consider as well. I know from experience
that many families despair at the thought of having to relinquish a loved one into government care. They
would much rather keep them at home.

It should be noted that carers and those who require carer assistance have higher costs of living due
to the need for specialised equipment and of course higher healthcare costs. With nearly half the number
of primary carers in Queensland providing over 40 hours of care, there is not much time for these people to
gain high-income or full-time levels of employment. In 62 per cent of cases involving primary caregivers,
paid work is not usually a viable option, according to Carers Queensland. 

Hardships associated with caring can also affect the relationship between the carer and the person
receiving the care. Parents with disabled children often find it hard to cope not only financially but also
emotionally. Graham Readfearn reported in the Sunday Mail on 21 June of a mother from Camira near
Ipswich who, after caring for her daughter who suffers from intellectual impairment, autism and epilepsy for
20 years, could no longer undertake the day-to-day responsibility of caring for her daughter. With no
extended family in the region and a husband working full-time, the situation became too much for the
mother, who reluctantly placed her daughter into the care of a disability home. Relinquishment seems to be
a growing matter, and this further emphasises the absolute necessity of providing carers with recognition
and support for the contributions they make to the community. 

The Carers (Recognition) Bill will improve the morale and the wellbeing of carers throughout this
state by providing them with a level playing field where public authorities seek to make fundamentally
important decisions with regard to the day-to-day services and activities available to those who need care.
By obliging these authorities to take into consideration the 11 principles contained in the carer’s charter,
the parliament of Queensland will finally acknowledge the important contribution carers make to the
community. 

I was very pleased to hear from the minister a few minutes ago that her government will be
supporting this bill. It is welcome news for carers. Further, I note the minister’s amendments that were
tabled only this evening and the fact that there has been little time to digest their content. However, I
gleaned a bit more from the minister’s speech a few minutes ago and I look forward to hearing more. I
commend the bill to the House. 
File name: stuc2008_11_26_111.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Carers (Recognition) Bill
	Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin-LNP) (7.44 pm): I rise in the House to speak to the Carers (Recognition) Bill 2008. This bill was introdu...
	The LNP believes it is morally wrong for carers to be disadvantaged physically, emotionally or economically due to the important and often unrelenting role they play as the hidden face of care for others. Clause 3 of the bill states-
	A carer is a person who voluntarily provides ongoing care or assistance to another person who, because of age, disability, frailty, chronic illness or pain, requires assistance with everyday tasks.

	On its web site Carers Queensland reports that there are 535,500 carers in Queensland, which equates to one in eight people. Acc...
	The introduction of this bill, which establishes a carer’s charter containing 11 guidelines, is a pivotal step in guaranteeing t...
	Clause 5 of the bill proposes to protect fundamental rights of carers against decisions made by public authorities. Under this c...
	Clause 6 of the bill outlines further reporting obligations on public authorities. Where a decision is made relating to the asse...
	Carers throughout Queensland are vulnerable without legislation such as this. The Labor government has had 10 years to acknowled...
	We on this side of the House appreciate the importance of carers and recognise the massive savings to government their innumerab...
	I listened to the honourable member for Ipswich tonight say that people should care for their own. Yes, I agree to a degree. How...
	It should be noted that carers and those who require carer assistance have higher costs of living due to the need for specialise...
	Hardships associated with caring can also affect the relationship between the carer and the person receiving the care. Parents w...
	The Carers (Recognition) Bill will improve the morale and the wellbeing of carers throughout this state by providing them with a...
	I was very pleased to hear from the minister a few minutes ago that her government will be supporting this bill. It is welcome n...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


