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Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—Lib) (12.00 pm): This parliamentary sitting is being held during

National Child Protection Week, a most appropriate time to bring to the attention of this House and indeed
the people of Queensland the urgent need to honour our children. Every single one of us must commit to
undertake this responsibility seriously if we are to protect our great country’s children from becoming
victims of abuse and neglect. I urge all Australians to get behind NAPCAN’s campaign called Children See,
Children Do: Make Your Influence Positive. The ad campaign accompanying this NAPCAN initiative is hard
hitting and a wake-up call similar to the Grim Reaper campaign to raise AIDS awareness some 20 years
ago. In his enlightening book Idolising Children, Daniel Donahoo asks us to respect children and allow
them to experience childhood fully. This often simply requires a degree of patience and reinforcement of
values combined with appropriate behaviours.

We hear much about providing children with suitable role models, and none could be more important
than their primary caregivers—in most cases, parents. Daniel’s book says that it is time for us to find new
ways of parenting and a new kind of childhood—that is, we need to honour childhood and respect children.
This must come from the heart, he says, because it is at that level that we are equal with children and
young people. They cannot compete with our level of education or years of lived experience, but they can
love like we can. Mr Donahoo argues—and I am inclined to agree—that what is required is to realign our
current culture and to instill a philosophy where the inheritance of the future is placed firmly in the
reverence of our children.

Attachment theory is the term used to describe how children’s early relationships affect their
development and their capacity to form later relationships. Attachments are mutually reinforcing patterns of
behaviour between a primary caregiver and a child, enabling the child to explore the world around them
and learn new skills. A child who feels safe and protected is free from the anxiety and fear that
accompanies a sense of abandonment or being alone. The effects of detachment have a profound impact
on a child’s healthy early years of development and emotional stability. Children denied this contact suffer
from a range of disorders, confusion and uncertainty from inconsistent parenting. A family needs to provide
not only the basics of food and shelter for a child but also needs to be a family that instills values, provides
a loving environment and offers continuous support as offspring grow. This government has underplayed
its role here with inadequate service provision.

In the Australian Childhood Foundation’s Out of sight—out of mind 2006 report on community
attitudes about child abuse and child protection in Australia, it was identified that the problem of child
abuse remains literally out of sight and mind to many in the community. Rated a disgraceful 13th on a list of
community issues in a survey, child abuse is rated of less concern than the price of petrol and public
transport. Some elements of society find it difficult to look, to listen and to believe the extent to which our
precious children are being violated. To the greater public it is an incomprehensible issue, yet many feel
powerless to address it. History recorded the horror stories of children working as chimney sweeps, down
mine shafts and in the workhouses of London in bygone eras. Here we are in 2008 in prosperous Australia
where we are blessed with open spaces, blue skies and sunshine, where food is plentiful and our children
go to school and have abundant opportunities. We are indeed the land of plenty, so what is going wrong?
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Why are we losing our way and not honouring our children? John Smith in his 1988 book Advance
Australia Where, A Lack of Meaning in a Land of Plenty warned us back then as a society that we were
headed down this path.

Why has a culture of abuse seeped into our communities, a culture which we must do our all to
repel? Children need nurturing and should be allowed to grow and experience life free from violence and
abuse, be it verbal or physical. Some cultures such as European, Scandinavian and Asian cultures hold
children in high regard, viewing them as the leaders of the future. Parents in these cultures, as do some in
ours, sacrifice many luxuries and necessities to provide their children with decent educations so that their
children may lead educated and balanced lives. I agree wholeheartedly with Gail Slocombe from
PeakCare that an endless blame game will not protect our kids, but neither will a Labor government that
refuses to address the root causes of child abuse.

Whilst it would be incorrect and unfair to make claims that all children suffer under this Labor
government—and I make it clear that I am not suggesting that—neglect and maltreatment of children has
become rampant in our community, and this government could have done much more. The 2007-08 Child
Safety statistics are disturbing. Countless professionals have written papers highlighting the critical
importance of early intervention programs and support services. Last week speaking at a conference for
grandparents who care for their grandchildren, I listened to social workers and psychologists stress the
need for governments to change the way they operate. They must invest heavily in the first five years, but
still there is virtually no money for early intervention. They must also reach out to parents afraid to ask for
help. Many young people grow up without the basic skills to care for themselves because their parents
simply do not have them either. Child protection is everyone’s responsibility. Both the community and the
government have an obligation to reduce the incidence of child abuse in our state. 
File name: stuc2008_09_09_55.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Child Protection
	Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin-Lib) (12.00 pm): This parliamentary sitting is being held during National Child Protection Week, a most a...
	We hear much about providing children with suitable role models, and none could be more important than their primary caregivers-...
	Attachment theory is the term used to describe how children’s early relationships affect their development and their capacity to...
	In the Australian Childhood Foundation’s Out of sight-out of mind 2006 report on community attitudes about child abuse and child...
	Why has a culture of abuse seeped into our communities, a culture which we must do our all to repel? Children need nurturing and...
	Whilst it would be incorrect and unfair to make claims that all children suffer under this Labor government-and I make it clear ...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


